
Is the Bible really reliable? 

How can we be sure that a collection of documents written many centuries 
ago has been faithfully and correctly transmitted to us today? We apply the 
same tests to the biblical documents as we would to any other ancient 
writing.  In 1952, a professor of military history, C. Sanders, set down three 
tests which can be used for any historical writing   (the bibliographic test, 
the internal test, and the external test).  We can examine the Bible with 
these tests in the same way we would examine other ancient documents. 
 

The External Test: What Does Outside Evidence Say About the Bible? 
Because the Bible is a collection of documents written within history,              
it contains references to history which can be verified by archaeology.     
It is interesting that before the 20th century, many critics of the Bible 
discredited it, due to lack of evidence for certain biblical claims.  Yet,             
in the 20th century, archaeology exploded, and all such claims have 
been reversed. Archaeology has made astonishing finds which provide 
evidence for the claims of the Bible. Archaeology cannot prove the 
Bible, but every new find gives more weight to the historical accuracy     
of the Bible.  Here are just a few examples of the historical reliability             
of the Bible:  

 

Critics once claimed that the Law of Moses could not have been written 
by Moses, since writing was largely unknown at that time (about 1500 
BC). Then, the Laws of Hammurabi (1700 BC) were found. This showed 
that writing was definitely known at that time, and left no reason why 
Moses could not have written the Law of Moses.  
 

For a long time, critics questioned the accuracy of Daniel 5, which 
mentions a Babylonian King named Belshazzar. Archaeological records 
show that Nabonidus was king at the time, and do not mention 
Belshazzar. Yet, in 1956, three stone slabs were found. These slabs 
showed that while Nabonidus went off to war to fight the Persians, he 
entrusted the kingdom to his son, Belshazzar. 
 

Many critics have tried to discredit Luke as an accurate historian. So far, 
they have been unsuccessful. A notable example is where Luke says that 
Lysanius is the Tetrarch of Abilene. Recently, archaeologists found two 
Greek inscriptions, which show that Lysanius was the Tetrarch                            
of Abilene between 14 and 29 AD. 
 

In the past, people have doubted whether Jesus even existed. Was he a 
historical person, or a made-up character? In fact, early Greek, Roman 
and Jewish sources make mention of Jesus. These include Tacitus 
(Annals), Suetonius (Life of Claudius, Lives of the Caesars), Pliny the 
Younger (Epistles) and Lucian (On the Death of Peregrine). As well, 
there is a letter from a Syrian, Mara Bar-Serapion, to his son. In it, he 
compares the deaths of Socrates, Pythagoras and Jesus.  

 

The Bible has no problem meeting the external test. 
 

In fact, when the bibliographic test, the internal test and the external 
test are applied to the Bible, the Bible emerges as a completely 
trustworthy book! 

Family Matters 
Adapted from Every Man’s Battle by Stephen Arterburn and Fred Stoker 

An estimated 90 percent of American men, including those in the 
church, struggle with sexual temptation.  This struggle may run the 
spectrum from allowing one’s eyes to linger on a co-worker’s loosely 
flowing (or form-fitting) blouse to viewing porn or running with 
prostitutes.  The Bible refers to all of this as sexual immorality, and 
commands men to flee from any hint of it.  (1 Corinthians 6:18, 
Ephesians 5:3.) 
 

Bathed in shame and feeling there’s something “wrong” with them, 
many men keep their “dirty little secret” just that…leading lives that 
appear to be normal on the outside.  But inside they are hurting.  Many 
rationalize the problem, claiming that they aren’t hurting anyone                   
with their behavior.  It’s a lie.  Consider those around you that are 
impacted by your struggle: 
 

1. Yourself.  Your engagement in sexual sin is hindering your 
relationship with your Creator and keeping you from being the man 
He designed you to be.   

2. Your wife.  Even if you’ve kept your struggle “hidden” from your wife, 
she probably knows something is up.  Your wife is perceptive and can 
sense that the two of you are not One.  She may not be able to put 
her finger on the issue, but she knows something is awry. 

3. Your family.  If this issue is keeping you from being the man God 
designed you to be, and it’s hampering Oneness in your marriage, 
there is no way you can be the father your Father intends you to be.   

 

When will you face this struggle and put temptation in its proper place?  
How about now?!  Your battle against sexual sin will not go away on its 
own.  It requires decisions and actions on your part. 
 Decide that you hate the sin more than you like the fleeting 

gratification it offers and take action to remove it from your life. 
 Decide that you are not alone in your struggle and take action                   

to identify other men with whom you can form battle alliances.  
 Decide that your wife deserves the truth and take action to confess 

your secret to her.  Caution: This is a fragile step in the process.                    
Next week’s column will deal exclusively with this. 

 

Your purity is worth more than your pride.  Take action today                            
to confront this scourge and stamp it out of your life!  If you need help 
in this area of your life, or you would like to help other men overcome 
this struggle, send a confidential email to Bill Reinke                                          
at BillR@FCFchurch.com to begin this process.   
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Is there intelligent 
life in the universe? 

Job 38 (4) “Where were you when I laid the foundation of the 
earth? Tell me, if you possess understanding!  (7) …when the 
morning stars sang in chorus, and all the sons of God shouted                 
for joy?”  

Revelation 4 (2) Immediately I was in the Spirit, and a throne                   
was standing in heaven with someone seated on it!                              
(5:11) Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels in a 
circle around the throne, as well as the living creatures and the 
elders. Their number was ten thousand times ten thousand — 
thousands times thousands… 

 

Ephesians 3 (10) God’s purpose in all this was to use the church 
to display his wisdom in its rich variety to all the unseen rulers 
and authorities in the heavenly places. (11) This was his eternal 
plan, which he carried out through Christ Jesus our Lord.  (NLT) 

Ephesians 6 (10) Finally, be strengthened in the Lord and in the 
strength of his power. (11) Clothe yourselves with the full armor 
of God so that you may be able to stand against the schemes               
of the devil. (12) For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, 
but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world 
rulers of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the 
heavens.  

Revelation 12 (9) And the great dragon was thrown down—               
the ancient serpent, called the devil and satan, who deceives                    
the whole world. He was thrown down to the earth, and his 
angels were thrown down with him. (TLV) 
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